
After the wind moratorium bill S30 was gutted and Gov. Shumlin ordered
the creation of an Energy Siting Commission to evaluate studies of
renewable energy projects Rep. Tony Klein (Chair House Energy
Committee) said:

"It's not going to be an open door polic¡t because it's a stttdlt and there are certaipt
things that are being asked to be studied." he said. "I don't need to hear from
neighbors. "

naturai-resources/

Vermont resident Peter Yankowski comrnents of Rep. Klein's actions

"'lühat is even more odd than the absence o! any objective rationale on Rep. Klein's
part is the near total lack of notice or questioning of this gaping hole by the members of
the House who support his thinlcing on 5.30 and other related matters. For as adamant a
position as Rep. Klein has taken in the face of so much public skepticism, one should
have expected a bounty of sound data in support of his positions, but there has been none
and his colleagues have failed to ask why. ll'hat is the general public to think? "
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Quotes from The Barton Clronicle, 3 Jun 2015:

-'Tothe original sponsor of the bill (1140 Renewable Energt StandnrdandEnergt
Transformation), Representative Anthony Klein, of Monfpelier, it's inrpossible to gre
towns the ability to regulate solar arrays without effectively allowing them to ban them
If towns had that po,tver, people ytho hate solar po-wer or wind power would get
themselves elected to local boards and see to it that no renewable projects get built, he

suggested. "

"Senator UohÐ Rodgers) saidthe PSB @ublic Service Board) is 'rubber stamping'
projects without adequately considering the types of issues Act 250 boards pay close
qttention to."

"The problem is overstated, Representative Kl.ein said. No one is likely to cutJorests to
put up a solar dnay, andfarnrcrs would not put them on prime agricaltural land."

Note: In Vermont there are currently 702.68 acres of agricultural land, forests and

wetlands consumed by industrial wind and solar arrays.
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Quotes from The Barton Chronicle, 3 Jun 2015 (continued):

"Replesentative Robin Chestnut-Tangerman of Middleton Springs (member o,f the Hozi*t'

Energ,t and Natural Resources Committee) "was on record saying 'I know exactlv whq¡
needs to be in the bill (1140 RESET)'. At the end of.four weeks he said, I have no idea
what needs to be in the bill," Representative Klein said."

s/ 6/!?
Klein admitted that in recent vears he has shifted his stance on
renewable energy siting, saying now that he does oppose large-sca1e
wind projects on state l-ands.

"Let's be real- about this," he said. "f have moved my position forward.
I acknowledge there are problems. I understand communities are being
disrupLed. .And Itm trying to move towards that so.l-ution. If vou want ta
hol-d somebody Lo whatever they've saj-d once in their l-ife can never be
changed, I'm guilty."

6/ ]-3/L3
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) -- The first meeting of a special l-e-oislative
summer study committee on Vermont's energy future featured sharp
disagreements over what its agenda shoul-d be.

:-5e four-member oanel- is one of two committees that will- fook at enerqv
issues between now and 'Januarv. The other wil-l- incl-ude the fuff
membership of the House and Senate panel-s that normally grappl-e with
the issues.

AL Thursday's sessì-on, Rep. Tony Klein, chairman of the House Naturai
Resources and Energy Committee, made cl-ear he did not think the process
was goi-ng t.o amount to mucrr,

He and Sen. Diane SnelJ-inq argued over the scope of the committee's
agenda.
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Rep. Tony Klein, D-East Montpelier and chairman of the House committee,
made clear throughout that he thought the entire process \^Ias, as he put
it after Lhe meeting "not my idea. "

He said the summer study commj-Ltees were a compromise designed to
pÌacate wind power opponents who had begun by calling for a moraLorium
and for sweeping changes in the way the Publ-ic Service Board, the state
regulaLory panel that reviews utility projects, does its work.



'l i::r'+, have anv real strono þrobl-em wi-th the wav that thi-nqs are done
:.3ctay., " Kfein said.

Kl-ein and Sen. Diane Snefiino, vice chair\^roman of the Senate corcð.-La!!=:
spent much of the meecinq arouino abouc che scope or che wo¡r: -- fo-f
examr¡Ie. whether it should incl-ude what some see as the i]l heal-t.h
effects of noise from the turbines.

uneriing suggesceci chaL a siting process might decide a rule for wind
curbines that "vou must be a mil-e from the nearest residence because
(of) noise, if that's determined. That would be a siting requi-rement
and standard, woulcln'i :.c ¡'

rrlt would be if you predetermined or accepted thac not-sê
w-as a heal-th issuerI said Klein/ l.¡ho has expressed
skepticísm on that score."

7 /t5/L?

Rep. Tony Klein, who chairs the House Naturaf Resources and Energy
Committee, said that as ISO New England innovates and as Bì-II Sten=oer
Dursues S600 million i-n manufacturinq and resort develonment projects
in the Northeast Kingdom the curtail-ment problem would recede.

"Curtaifment is not a long-term issue.-" Kfein said. "ILrs a bump in the
road-, and ít's caused by a variety of lssues. It's caused bv a
temporary decrease in foad demand at the moment, and it's caused bv a

changing generation l-andscape. TSo is going to have to adapt to those
changes, and they're going to have to modernize."
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Rep. Tony KJ-ein, who chairs the House Natural- Resources and Energy
Committee, r^ras hesitant l-ast session to make anv changes to the
.jecades-old process and opted to wait for the report and
recommendations from the governor's commission.

"Î,ìle've acknowledged we would look into making the Public Service Board
process more accessible to the averaqe Vermonter, " he said. "But makinq
the board process more accessibfe doesn't mean Lhe average Vermonter
will get what he or she wants. And I'm not sure that the average
Vermonter will- understand what utility regulation 1s all about, which
is making sure the servj-ces Vermonters depend upon are delivered in a
reasonabJ-e, efficient, rel-iable and cosL-effective manner. "

Klein said he wants the public to offer suggestions at the committeesl
joint meeting in September.

"I haven't heard any, quite frankJ-y," he said. "Irve heard finger-
pointinq and compl-aininq. but I havenrt heard whaL can make r.c þei-.=--
T've heard thev don't like the outcome, and because thev don't l-ike Lhe
outcome, thev don'L l-i-ke the Þrocess. T¡Ie are all- ears and readv to hea:
them. I'



New enerry bill
siting problems
by Joseph Gresser

In the final days of the recent session of the
Vermont Legislature¡ the Senate and House
passed a bill intended to deal with a problem
that could have raised. electric rates in the state
substantially. The bill, which is expected to be
signed into law soon b¡r.Governor p.eter Shumlin,
calls for increasing the amount of renewable
energ'y projects. .' ' ''.

The bill doesn't deal we
related issue, how new sola
towers ought to bd sited, sa hn
Rodgers of Glover in a recent irrtewierv.

He unsuccessfully attempted to add an
amendment to the bill, knowi as H.40, allowing

towns and regional planning organizations to set
siting regulations, provided they don,t prevent
renewable projects from being built in the town
or region.

To the original sponsor of the bill,
Representative Anthony Klein, of Montpelier, it,s
impossible to give towns the,ability to regulate
solar arrays without also allowing them to
effectively ban them. If towhs had that power,
people who hate solar power or wind would get

- themselves elected to local boards and see to it
that no renewable projects could be built, he

Senator Rodgers said the pSB is.'lubber stamping, projects without
considering the types of'issues that Act 250 boards pay close

à to.
problem is overstated.,

tive Klein said. No one
cut forests to

He emphasized the word
'þrime," and continued by noting

"The solar arrays are like drip
edge," he said, comparing thern to
the eaves of a house. "\ilater fLows
off them and washes soil off the
fields."

Barton's solar array, Senator
Rodgers said, has caused more loss
of soil in a single year than in the
past 100 years - enough.to plug
cul.verts.

He said he worries that some
unscrupulous developers will
clearcut land to site solar arrays,
thus eliminating a part of the
landscape that absorbs carbon and
defeating the purpose of renewable
generation.

"Developers of Walmart and
other projects have to conform to Act
250 and town regulations," he said.
'TVhy shouldn't the developers of
power projeçts have tò ilo the same?"

He said the Public Service Board
(PSB), which issues certi_fi.cates of
public good for pov/er projects, is
good at deciding technical questions,
but not as.good.at considering
environrnentaf .and aesthetic matters
when makiog':lh"ii judgments.

Representative Klein strongly
disagreed. The PSB, in his view, is
iloing a very good job. Its members

of Natural
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, \p.eg tþ"y don't have expertise on' -those is-suCS a-*á so rel5Ë on exþerts

that some farmers may want to takeland out of productio""f"";;;;;;;
o¡ another.

_ _Earningsome income by
b_uilding a soiar array is noi a bad
choice, he said, noting that itis"**
reversible because thã tand isiot
paved over.

_ . Representative Klein, who is
chairman of the Hoùs" C;;;;ft""

nd Energy,
the action of

. rd states meant it

generation plants.
Representative Robin Chestnut_

Tangermah of Middleto" Spìi"g*-"
"was on record saying ,I knàw 

-
exactly what needs to be in the bill.,At the end oi the four weeks fr" 

"_ia,lI lî*.L9 jdea of whar needs ro bettt.th" bill,"' Representative Klein
sard.

ffittethere may be problems in
TS,


